
 

LEARN MORE. ACT NOW. VISIT ULMT.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

SAVE AMERICA ACT: A DIRECT THREAT TO DEMOCRACY 
 
The Urban League of Middle Tennessee (ULMT) is warning Middle Tennesseans of the dangerous 
implications of the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act.  
 
The bill would restrict mail-in and online voter registration and require individuals to provide physical proof 
of U.S. citizenship (e.g., a passport or birth certificate) at the time of registration. This proposed legislation 
poses a direct threat to American democracy and creates unnecessary barriers to Americans' right to 
vote. When community members are unable to vote, it weakens our collective ability to advocate for better 
housing, education, healthcare and workforce opportunities for all. Every Tennessean deserves to exercise 
their right to vote. 
 
WHAT CHALLENGES DOES THIS LEGISLATION POSE? 
While the SAVE Act has been positioned as a solution to non-citizen voting – an issue with no evidence of 
being widespread – it poses very real challenges for eligible Tennessee voters. 

● The SAVE Act would require physical proof of citizenship to register to vote. This requirement 
targets income-limited citizens who lack the time or resources to obtain these costly documents. 

● The SAVE Act aims to eliminate mail-in/online registration by requiring in-person registration, 
creating extensive barriers for college students, rural residents, the elderly, and transit-limited 
citizens who don’t have the time or resources to register in person. 

● For residents who have changed their names because of marital status or other reasons, a birth 
certificate may not suffice to prove citizenship – potentially creating voter registration delays or 
denials. 

 
WHO WILL BE AFFECTED? 
Tennesseans who do not have access to their birth certificate or a passport, residents who are unable to 
register in person due to transit restrictions or special needs, college students who live out of state 
temporarily and citizens who have changed their names are all at risk of losing the ability to easily register 
to vote. 
 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR MY LOVED ONES AND ME? 
If this bill passes, you will no longer be able to register to vote online or by mail; you will need to make plans 
to register in person, especially if you have special needs, live far away or have limited transportation 
options. Additionally, if you do not have access to your birth certificate or a passport, you will need to pay 
the costs associated with obtaining your birth certificate or a passport or forfeit your ability to register to 
vote. 
 
WHAT CAN I DO TO KEEP THIS LEGISLATION FROM PASSING? 

1. Use ULMT’s email template to notify your Senators of your position against this bill 
2. Share this information and ULMT’s email template with your loved ones 
3. Visit ULMT.org to stay informed and follow our social media (@urbanleagueofmidtn) for additional 

updates. 
 
WHAT IS THE URBAN LEAGUE OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE? 
The Urban League of Middle Tennessee is a nonprofit organization – founded in 1968 – that empowers and 
uplifts underserved communities through various workforce, education, housing, entrepreneurship, 
community safety and civic engagement programs. 
 
ULMT champions economic dignity for all, which is the idea that everyone deserves the opportunity to build 
a more self-reliant, powerful, and equitable life for themselves and their families. 

http://ulmt.org/
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